case of the massacres at Sassun, by decorating rlie
butcher of Batak. The Ottoman High Cornn^i^i-.n-cr
sent to inquire into the outrages formed. however. ,\
truer estimate of what had been done. Addre^ing
one of the authors of the massacre he asked him ho\v
much Russia had paid him for a deed which, as .he
phrased it would be " the beginning of the end of the
Ottoman Empire."

Batak was not an isolated example of Turkish
ferocity. Mr. Baring estimated the total number of
Christians slaughtered in Bulgaria during the month
of May at about 12,000. At Batak 5,000 persons out
of a population of 7,000 had fallen ; at a small hamlet
near Yamboli, all the male inhabitants were shot
without trial; M. Zankoft" the subsequent minister,
only owed his escape on this occasion to the timely
intervention of the station-master. The indignation of
the civilised world at the news of these horrors knew
no bounds. Mr. Gladstone by both pen and voice con-
tributed to swell the torrent which threatened to sweep
the whole system of Turkish administration in Bul-
garia away. His famous pamphlet on the " Bulgarian
Atrocities11 speedily went through many editions;
and Lord Derby telegraphed on behalf of the British
Government, that " any renewal of the outrages would
be more fatal to the Porte than the loss of a battle."
His words were literally true. For all unconsciously
the wretched victims of Batak had done more for
their country by their pitiful death than if they had
perished sword in hand on the field. For from this
moment Bulgaria, hitherto well-nigh forgotten by
Western Europe, became a household word, and its